Ground Rules for Colorado State Thespian Convention

We are one of the largest troupes at convention.  We are a diverse group as we are made up of several different majors.  At this event your teacher is Ms. Hann –you will listen to her and all adult chaperones as they are they looking out for your security and well-being.  The following ground rules are what we expect from you at all times—because our group is so large, any one breaking these rules will be sent home with no refund—regardless of the time.  

We have had multiple infractions at past state/national events.  We will adhere to these rules stringently this year.  One of the main infractions in the past was girls going into boys hotel rooms and vice versa.  To HELP you not break these rules, the genders are split in hotels just like Nationals.  You are allowed in the LOBBY of each other’s hotels, but if you are caught in the elevator or on the floors of the other hotel you will be sent home IMMEDIATELY—no discussion. You will also NOT be allowed to attend nationals if you are sent home for this reason.
1. You are a representative of DSA at all times—your attitude in workshops, your comments about main stage shows, and your general behavior in the hotel all reflect our school and our program.  Remember this at all times.  If your behavior in a hotel room disturbs any other guest, you will be charged for their room – up to $200 per night.

2. You will be assigned an adult chaperone and specific sign in times to check in with your adult.  This adult should know where you are at all times.  Even though this is in our “hometown” it is still an overnight in which we are responsible for you 24/7.  If you miss check in times, your parents will be called and you will be sent home.

3. NO ONE is allowed to leave any convention events (main stage shows) without permission from Ms. Hann.  When you are outside the hotel or commuting between hotel and convention, you MUST be in groups of no less than three people.  NO ONE is allowed outside the hotel past curfew—curfew means in your OWN hotel room with the doors locked.  If you violate these rules (i.e. being seen outside the hotel on your own) your parents will be called and you will be sent home.

• Also—if you need to leave the convention center during the day—to go get lunch, you MUST inform your chaperone where you are going.  Same thing for grabbing something to eat before curfew—we must know where you are at all times.

•  If there is an emergency/illness, you must call Ms. Hann immediately if you need to be outside your room after curfew.  This curfew is the STATE conference curfew and student’s breaking this rule will NOT be allowed to return to state again.

•  If you are not staying in the hotel and driving yourself to convention, you must check in with your chaperone when you get there and check out when you are leaving.  

4. No guys in girls rooms or vice versa. SEE top bold statement on this.  This is a district rule.  Also a district rule is no formal dating—basically translated it means no PDA (public displays of affection).  No one really wants to watch you make out…think about it.  Also remember rule #1—your behavior reflects DSA.

5. If you are registered to perform in an IE, failure to attend your time spot will cost you $60.  Careful records are kept and you will be charged.  Failure to pay the fee will make your report card held at the school until said fee is paid.

6. There will be one parent who will serve as the EMERGENCY contact for the weekend—their cell phone will be turned on all the times except during performances.  If it is off, they will check it on an hourly basis.  Ms. Hann also will have a cell phone on during the convention – 303-249-8181.

7. There is one adult per 7-8 students as chaperones.

8. When you report to the hotel for check in, you will check in with your adult chaperone in the hotel lobby.  Once there you will get a room key, a convention book, a list of emergency numbers—including room numbers for Ms. Hann and chaperones, and their check in times that their adult has established.  It is YOUR responsibility to check in with the chaperone – missing check in times is grounds for dismissal from state.

9. According to district policy, there is to be NO purchase, possession, usage, or sale of illegal drugs or alcoholic beverages.  If this happens, it is understood that this means immediate release from the program.  It will also mean suspension from the DSA Thespian Troupe as well as facing disciplinary actions at DSA.  You will not be allowed to come to state the following year or Nationals this year if you break this rule.
10. According to district policy, “I promise to uphold and support the standards set forth by DPS.  I will further strive to be friendly to all members of the group, accept the will of the majority whenever a matter of choice presents itself, and accept the suggestions and recommendations of the leaders in all matters relating to the program and to my personal conduct.  It is agreed that this is a supervised program and that the group standards must be observed.  The trip administrator reserves the right to terminate the participant’s membership for failure to maintain these standards or if his or her acts are of conduct are deemed detrimental to or incompatible with the interest, harmony, comfort, or welfare of the activity as a whole.”

If a participant’s membership is terminated, the former participant will be sent home at his or her own expense.

Following all these rules will ensure that we have a safe and successful convention.  In order to keep the morale high, Ms. Hann will NOT hesitate to send you home—even if you are in a group musical number and you have the solo and everyone is depending on you.  Even if your group musical has been named Critic’s Choice to perform main stage—you will be pulled out and sent home.  

Reminders:

-All food is on your own dime. You can either bring money and buy every meal or you can bring food and eat in your hotel room.
-Boys are to report to their hotel lobby at 3:30pm on Thursday December 8th.

Hotel: Hyatt Regency Denver at Colorado Convention Center, 650 15th Street, Denver, Colorado, USA 80202    Girls are to report to their hotel lobby at 3:30pm on Thursday December 8th. Look for either a student officer or a chaperone. Hotel: HILTON GARDEN INN DENVER DOWNTOWN, 1400 Welton Street, Denver, CO 80202
-When you get to your hotel, Look for either a student officer or a chaperone. You will receive your badge, yourroom key, and your conference schedule.
-After you have checked in you will do dinner on your own then meet your thespian group/officer at the Wells Fargo Theatre Lobby at 6:30 PM. We will sit together as a troupe in the Wells Fargo for EVERY performance.  
STUDENT’S PRINTED LAST NAME: ___________________________ First name: ________________

COLORADO STATE THESPIAN CONFERENCE RULES SIGNATURE PAGE  2011

Please return this page to Ms. Hann by Friday December 2 – in the envelope on her office door.
I have read and understand the rules of going with the DSA Thespian Troupe to the Colorado State Thespian Convention.  I understand we are advocates for theatre in the state and our behavior is very important.  I understand if I break any rules my sponsor will not hesitate to send me home, follow up at school with the Student Advisor with DSA discipline, and possibly remove me from the troupe -- thus not being allowed to attend Nationals or state again.  It is an HONOR society and I will do my best to be honorable.

______________________________________________________________________

STUDENT Signature 
______________________

Date
Parents:

I have read and understand the rules of going with the DSA Thespian Troupe to the Colorado State Thespian Convention. I understand if my child breaks any rules the sponsor will not hesitate to send them home (at any time of day/night and I will provide transportation home), follow up at school with the Student Advisor with DSA discipline, and possibly remove the student from the troupe.  

In order for students to get to the workshops they want to take and to their college auditions/IE’s, I hereby give special permission to allow my child to walk in groups of two (as opposed to groups of three) during the conference.

CIRCLE ONE:  YES  NO

__________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature

______________________

Date
